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NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR

This all-about information is geared toward explaining the career of medical transcription - both

the pros and cons of this career path. It is written with the intention of giving factual information

about this career, a detailed explanation of how to get started in it correctly, and avoiding the

common pitfalls that a prospective student might have. As you may have discovered, there are

many schools teaching or trying to teach medical transcription.  We don’t proclaim to be the only

school capable of teaching medical transcription, but we do purport to be second to none in
having the top online self-paced program.

Please take your time in going over this material, and feel free to contact us at anytime with
questions about the career of medical transcription or our program specifically.

Best wishes for a successful career in Medical Transcription.
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http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net Page 4
© Copyright Simplistic Solutions 2014

What Does a Medical Transcriptionist Do?

Medical Transcriptionists type a doctor’s dictation in order to create the legal document called

“the patient medical record.”  Medical transcriptionists must understand medical terminology

across a variety of medical specialties. Additionally, medical transcriptionists must have

excellent English grammar skills and enjoy sitting at a computer for sometimes long periods of
time typing.

Specifically, the medical transcriptionist (MT) listens to the audio dictation of a doctor, and then

transcribes that information into a medical report. Understanding how to format the reports, what

headings to use, and when and when not to use abbreviations are all a part of the skill set
needed to be an MT.

Medical Transcriptionists typically work at home; however, some may work in a hospital

transcription department. Work is downloaded from the doctor’s (or MT service’s) computer (or

server) as a WAV file and then transcribed using a foot pedal and WAV player software. Then

the transcribed work is usually sent back to the doctor via a secure method such as file transfer

protocol (FTP).  FTP software is easy to find on the Internet for free and is not difficult to figure
out how to use.

Medical transcriptionists may work either full-time or part-time.  It is a very flexible career. Some

companies allow you to download your work every morning and then transcribe it whenever you

want to, as long as you have it back to the company within their turnaround time (TAT) which is
usually 24 hours.

The pros of this career choice are many. One can work at home, which saves on expenses

such as childcare, commuting, and lunches out. Also, a parent can be home with the children.

The money is good at $18 to $20 an hour, or much more if you have your own accounts - (more

detail on how MTs are paid in another chapter), and the flexibility of being able to work a few

hours in the morning, a few in the afternoon, and some at night offer MTs a very satisfying
lifestyle.  MT is an exciting career that has enough challenges to keep it interesting.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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As an MT, you will be part of the healthcare team.  Additionally, training time and expense are

relatively small compared to other careers that would net the same income amounts. The cons

of this career choice are that you must become good at it to make money (and practice does

make almost perfect).  An MT must be a fast AND accurate typist. Production typing in front of a

computer for long periods is not for everyone.  MT is very detail oriented, and good spelling and

grammar are a must. Some have concerns that some of the MT work has gone overseas or that

technology is phasing out the transcriptionist. This is just not so. Work is going overseas, but

there is so much work that it is not difficult for a well-trained MT to find a job. Technology has

changed the field in some ways, and some MT work is now doing editing for voice recognition,

but the Occupational Outlook Handbook put out by the government states that the field is
expected to grow.

Rumor has it that voice recognition technology is phasing out the transcriptionist. This is just not

so. Technology has changed the field in mostly helpful ways, and some MT work is now doing

editing for voice recognition. The career itself is shifting into more technology based applications

and health information specialization.  MTs become great health information specialists.

You may hear that it's hard to break into the field, but that isn't entirely true.  Most of the

graduates of this course are taught how to apply (and where) to make sure they get tested;

that's the trick – to get tested.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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Income Potential

Most people considering MT as a career choice want to know the bottom line: How much can I

make? Let us take a look at how MTs are paid.

MTs are paid on a production basis. Many MTs are paid by the line and some by the word. Let’s

look at some figures to understand how MTs are paid:

Pay per

line

# of lines typed

per day

Pay per day Pay per week

.08 800 $64.00 $320

.08 1200 $96.00 $480

.09 1200 $108.00 $540

The above chart shows the going rates for working for an MT service. These are very

reasonable figures. Now, you will want to know how long it will take you to type 800-1200 lines

in a day.  In the beginning, a new MT takes about 4 hours to type 1 hour of dictation. How many

lines are in an hour of dictation is hard to tell because it depends on how fast the doctor is

speaking. Traditionally, an average MT can type 200 lines per hour. A fast MT can type 300-400

lines per hour using productivity tools like word expander software, spellcheckers, macros,

templates, etc. So, let’s take the 200 lines per hour as our base, so 1200 lines can be typed in

about 6 hours. A faster MT may take 5 hours to type that amount. Many MTs are able to type

1500 lines in a day and if you figure they are making about 8.5 cents per line that is $127.50 per

day!  Now, you will not be able to type this much or this fast when you first start out.  Most new
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MTs type about 800 lines in 5 ½ to 8 hours. This is because you have to look up and research a

lot of terminology. After you get used to the account you are on and the doctors that you
transcribe for,  and your terminology knowledge expands, you will pick up speed quickly.

The name of the game with MT is to have a solid educational foundation on which to build. As

you gain speed, you gain income. Because production typing can be stressful, the goal of many

MTs is to make full-time money working part-time hours. If you can get your speed up to 200

lines per hour (and that is extremely do-able) and you work 5 hours a day at .09 cents a line,

you will earn $90.00. If you can raise your speed to just 225 lines per hour, then you’d make
$101.25 per day for just 5 hours worth of work.

If you decide to get your own accounts, you cut out the middle man—the MT Service—and your
income goes up by a lot. Let us take a look.  Note:  Line rates vary from 10 to 20 cents per line.

Pay per line # Lines per day Pay per day Pay per week

.12 800 $96 $480

.12 1200 $144 $720

.13 800 $104 $520

.13 1200 $156 $780

The above figures in the chart are not inflated, and are in fact lower than what is currently

happening in the industry right now. The income potential noted above looks good, but it’s only

fair to tell you that when you are in business for yourself, you have some potential headaches.

You would need to have someone cover you if you are sick, on vacation, etc. If a report needed

to be typed immediately, you’d have to stop whatever you were doing and type it. Again though,

keep in mind that an average MT can type 800 lines in about 4 hours, and 1200 lines in about 6

hours. This puts a whole new spin on the above figures because you will clearly see that you

are working part-time and making an extremely good income. Have you thought about what

you’ll do with all that FREE time? Spend more time with your kids, the family dog, grab a nap?
Sounds nice, doesn’t it?  Plus, you can do this work in your pajamas if you choose to. : )

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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And we are here to tell you that MTs that build experience with word expanders may make as
much as $80 to $90K a year.

Skills Required to Become a Medical Transcriptionist

We’ve already discussed that MTs need to have good typing skills, excellent English grammar

skills, and thorough training. An MT also needs to enjoy doing research. Sometimes deciphering

difficult dictation is like solving a puzzle. Let me give just one example: If you heard “homotoo”,

it would be very confusing as no such medical word or jargon exists. However, after some

research and careful thinking, you realize that you are hearing two words together which are

“home O2”, a short form for “home oxygen.”  An MT should enjoy learning new medical words,

procedures, instruments, and more details about the specialty they transcribe. This ultimately

assists in becoming a faster and more efficient MT.  Additionally, MTs need to enjoy learning
about technology.

MTs use different types of software to send and receive dictation; they use word processing
software like MS Word, and productivity tools like word expander software which allows you to

type a few letters and hit a key and the entire word appears (more about this later).  The more

you know, the faster you will become and the more money you will make.  In MS Word, learning
how to create macros, templates, etc., will assist in getting your work finished faster.

An example of a productivity tool that MTs use is word expander software. Instead of typing
esophagogastroduodenoscopy several times a day, there is software you can buy that allows

you to type in abbreviations for words. Example:  you type esoy and

esophagogastroduodenoscopy appears! It takes having a good system to form abbreviations,

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/


http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net Page 9
© Copyright Simplistic Solutions 2014

perseverance to add them into an expander program, and practice in using them to become

proficient typing this way. However, it pays off big in the end.  By the way, in the above

example, the ABCZ method was used for creating abbreviations. In this way, you take the first

three letters of the large word (eso) and the last letter of the word (y) to form the abbreviation.

So, when want to type out the big word, just think automatically when typing out the first three

letters and last letter of the words and voila - it’s on your screen.  If you’d like to play with this
idea a bit, MS Word has a feature called AutoCorrect. You access it through your Tools menu.

You can practice adding a few abbreviations and words and then typing with them. However, a
note of caution--MS Word’s AutoCorrect feature is NOT sufficient for the work at home medical

transcriptionist because it corrupts after about 5,000 entries. Many an MT has been extremely

upset to find their whole file corrupted and their MS Word had to be reinstalled.  We don’t
recommend adding over 2,000 entries to your MS Word AutoCorrect.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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Training Required to Become a Medical Transcriptionist

It cannot be stressed enough that the training you receive to start your career is an absolute to

your success.  It is extremely difficult to make a great training choice when you are limited in
knowledge about the field, so careful research is highly recommended.

As in many fields, poor schools abound that teach MT.   Some just resell textbooks printed by

major publishers; others sell you a chapter at a time (called correspondence courses).

Traditionally, the schools that advertise on TV and on the back of matchbook covers are called
educational clearinghouses. There is really nothing wrong with what they do in offering 100s of

different courses from basket weaving to auto mechanics. There are some people in this world

that simply enjoy learning for the sake of learning and these clearinghouses fill a need.  The

courses are also advertised at impossibly low prices.  MT employers do not hire from schools

that are known as subpar.  You must choose a school that knows how to teach and has good

support services.

Costs are also interesting, with some schools charging $3,000 to $4,000 for their MT courses.

Some schools do things like toss in a whole medical reference library that you do not need in

order to jack up their tuition rates. What you need is an established school that has been in

business for a long time, maybe even has been in the MT business, "like us", (that’s the
program developer for your training  –  we have been in the MT business for 20 years).

To be frankly honest with you many schools are falling short of producing work-ready MTs.  In

testing, we are informed by employers that graduates from other schools often cannot pass the
application examinations for potential employers.

At a very minimum, a good MT program should include the following:

· Medical terminology

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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· Disease processes

· Pharmacology

· Anatomy

· Report formatting

· English grammar review

· Abbreviations, plurals, sound-alike words

· Hours of dictation practice (from real doctors, not actors)

· Testing throughout the program

· Comprehensive job placement assistance

· An instructor

The school should be able to give you testimonials of successful graduates. Choose a school

that has been in business a long time and has withstood the test of time.

Some people ask me, “Which is better online education or community college?”  For some

careers the community college route may be a good idea, however, most of the MT employers
know schools that produce the best transcriptionists.

Learning MT and tuning your ear to hear and understand the dictation takes a lot of practice and

it’s not easy.  You cannot shortcut your way through the process because you’ll just end up

struggling once you try to get in the workforce.  SCHOOL CHOICE IS EXTREMELY
IMPORTANT.  Choose wisely. Avoid the pitfalls of bad decisions.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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The Job Market

It would not make sense to train for a dying career or one that wasn’t projected to grow in the

future. The Occupational Outlook Handbook (2008-2009) states that medical transcription is a

growing career through 2016 (http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos271.htm#outlook).  MT is a solid and

growing career. There is some outsourcing of work going to other countries but the work from

those countries is poor and US MTs are needed to edit the work.  Additionally, there are more
jobs in the US for MTs than MTs to fill the jobs.  It’s a great time to enter this profession.

Jobs are listed at the various MT job boards like www.mtdaily.com and www.mtjobs.com .  It is

important to stress that there is a lot of work available for qualified and well trained MTs.  On

many MT message boards you will hear some bemoan they cannot find work, but these are

people who do NOT pass basic employment tests.  Remember, creating that solid educational

foundation by choosing an excellent training program is the first step to reaching your goal of
being a work-at-home MT.

Additionally, as the baby boomers age, more jobs in all of the healthcare fields will be growing
and needing people. NOW is the time to get in on it and start your career right away.

http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos271.htm#outlook
http://www.mtdaily.com/
http://www.mtjobs.com/
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Working As an Independent Contractor vs. Your Own Business

As mentioned earlier, there are various ways to make money as an MT.

· Work in a hospital or a doctor’s office as an employee

· Work for an MT service (which has many clients)

· Setting up your own transcription business, (we teach you how to do this in our ebooks

at www.medical-transcription-at-home.com).

Working for a service has its benefits in that you don't have to do the business end (find clients,

bill them, etc.) just tell them when you want to go on vacation and they find someone to do your

work while you are gone.  You don’t have to have direct communication with the clients and

don’t have to worry about running your own business.  However, you can make more money by

getting your own accounts and doing them yourself or getting several accounts and hiring

independent contractors to help you do the work.   It’s really up to you, but many MTs start out

working for a service to gain some experience and to have some QA (quality assurance) help
before launching out on their own.

Additionally, when working for a service, you can either be an independent contractor or an

employee, depending on how the company hires you on. Most MTs are independent

contractors. Independent contractors are given a 1099 form at the end of the year that indicates

your earnings.  You are free as an IC to work for more than one service at a time.  Additionally,

C:///%5C%5CUsers%5C%5CMichele%5C%5CDesktop%5C%5CSS-Course%5C%5Cwww.medical-transcription-at-home.com
http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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there are legal guidelines on how an IC is different than an employee. ICs don’t get company
benefits, taxes are not withheld from their checks, and they cannot be told how to do the work.

Employees, though, may be offered health insurance benefits and can qualify for unemployment
if let go from the company.  There are pros and cons in both situations.

Most MTs like the freedom associated with being an independent contractor.   As an IC you also

have many possible tax write-offs by working at home.  Some possible expenses that could be

deductions are part of the rent or mortgage on your home, part of your utilities, your Internet

and/or telephone bills, office supplies, computer equipment you buy or maintain for your job,

and in some cases if you must obtain health insurance independently, you may be able to write

off the cost of your premiums.  Also, if you are going to make a substantial amount of money,
ICs should pay estimated quarterly taxes.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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Articles

In this section you will find a collection of interesting articles about medical transcription, working
at home, organizing your home office, and other interesting information.  Enjoy!

Working at Home and Making it Work

In today’s world many people are now making their home space also their workspace. With the

rising cost of commuting to work, and the desire to avoid the corporate rat race, many are going

home to work. Whereas many individuals find working at home very satisfying, some are finding

it quite stressful due to the unique demands placed on home workers today. This article is about

working at home and making it work. By adhering to a few simple tips, working at home can be
an enjoyable experience.

Tip #1—Boundaries: There is nothing more important to successfully working at home as setting

healthy boundaries with family, kids, and neighbors. Some people feel that since you are

working at home that you are not really working. Therefore, they do not hesitate to call or stop

by during your working hours. You must tell family and friends the hours that you work and not

accept interruptions during your work hours. If a family or friend calls or stops by, you must be

able to tell them that you are working right now and can talk to them after work. If family

members make demands on you during your workday, you must be strong enough to set
boundaries and explain that you’d like to assist them but it must be after your work is done.

Tip #2—Children: You must organize your time around your children that are at home. Some

people choose to work two hours before their children get up, and an hour while they nap, and

then two hours after they go to bed. Other people choose to hire a teenager to come in and

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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entertain their kids while they work. If you have older children, they should be taught to be
somewhat independent during your work hours

Tip #3—Discipline: Being your own boss is great, but it’s really easy to be too nice to yourself

and put off work for a nap or having fun. Yes, you have more flexibility for these things when

working at home and that is a benefit to being a home worker, but you must be disciplined and
follow a schedule to make sure you that you get enough work done.

Tip #4—Telephone: If you cannot make family and friends understand that you are actually

working at home, then it is suggested that you unplug the phone when working. Have a

business telephone number and a family home number and turn off your cell phone.  If you have

children that you fear may need to call, you can use the caller ID feature to avoid unwanted

calls. Also, if you are working and someone drops by, don’t answer the door. You really have to

be firm in your resolve to set and keep these boundaries or you will not be able to get a
sufficient amount of work done and will be plagued with feelings of being overwhelmed.

Tip #5: Consider other medical careers that work with MT, like medical coding and billing so that

you have the option to cross-train if you so desire.

Tip #6: Stay away from schools offering huge specials and discounts. That means they are

hurting for enrollments and may not be financially stable or their pricing is just a gimmick.

Watch the ones that display no telephone numbers where you have to fill out a form to get

contacted.  They often do not display prices either.

Tip #7: Stay away from schools that advertise on television and also offer courses in auto

mechanics and basket weaving. Employers traditionally do not look fondly on these schools and

they steer away from hiring their graduates.

Tip #8: Make sure the program has a lot of good dictation practice and teaches you medical

terminology, disease processes, anatomy, report formatting, and has a student forum and office

number and E-mail address for your questions.

Tip #9: Steer clear of high-pressure strong sales tactics. Good schools don’t need to resort to

these to get you to enroll.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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Tip #10: Choose a school that doesn’t throw in 1,000 different books to jack up your tuition

costs. You can buy what you need and only what you need when you need it. This is a tactic

that some schools use to validate astronomically high tuition courses.

Choosing a good medical transcription training program takes a lot of research, asking the right

questions, and being a good and educated consumer.  Spend your money wisely and make

sure that the program you choose is prepared to give you post-graduate support in finding your

first job or that they have an internship program to assist you in getting started.  Medical

transcription is a wonderful career choice, but one must be prudent when choosing a school for

the training.

By following the tips noted above, you can have a successful home work environment, make

money at home, and still enjoy the flexible schedule that home workers enjoy so much. Working

at home is not always easy, and it does take planning, creativity, discipline, and the ability to set

firm boundaries with family and friends. However, it can be both a lucrative and satisfying way to
balance both work and family needs.

Tips for Choosing a Medical Transcription Training Program

Many people today are looking for ways to be able to work at home and still make good money.

Many women wish to work at home to save on the expense of childcare. Many men now want to

work at home to save on commuting expenses, lunches out, and the corporate rat race. Medical

transcription is a wonderful career choice for those who wish to work at home, have a great

career that uses their mind, and that can be achieved in a relatively short period of time.  The

problem is that there are a lot of scams out there, subpar training programs and false

information. So, how do you know just what you don’t know when it comes to choosing a good

program for your medical transcription training? You need someone who’s been in the business

for many years to give you some good information and tips on choosing a great program. Below
you will find a series of tips on how to choose a great medical transcription training program.

Time for a New Career?

In talking to the many people who contact us every day interested in career training, we are

hearing grave concerns about the economy, finances, mortgages, and job losses. Many are

feeling a need to change careers because of massive lay-offs and job losses in their chosen

professions.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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Two major areas that seldom encounter recession and are not overly affected by economic

problems are the medical and the legal field. No matter what else is happening in the world,

people still get sick or hurt, and require health care. The same is true to some extent in matters

of law. People just keep suing each other for a variety of reasons. The government keeps on

adding new regulations that require legal interpretation and support.

If you are concerned about the stability of your job, then it would be wise to consider training for

a career in the medical or legal field. Medical transcriptionists, medical coders and billers,

paralegals, and legal transcriptionists are needed everywhere and as the population increases

and ages, the expanded need for more professionals follows. Pick up your local newspaper and

read the classified ads. You’ll see what we mean. The best news is that these careers may be

launched from home and managed as your time allows, even to include starting your own

business. Does it make sense to start a business in a weak economy? Yes, it does and this is a

basic key that will stimulate and correct a failing economy. It’s small business that makes the

economy in this country strong. Starting a medical or legal business at home may just be the

catalyst that takes you from worry to financial security and abundance. The choice is yours.
Either a job or a business both work!!

Recession and Healthcare

According to Tom Barry of the Atlanta Business Chronicle, the healthcare industry is less

affected by recession. He quotes the University of Georgia’s Economic Outlook, stating "Health

services typically are viewed as necessities, which consumers are very reluctant to forgo or

even postpone, even during hard times," due to the fact that people need healthcare and they

hesitate to cut back on that even when things are not good, therefore, jobs in healthcare are for

the most part stable through recessions. This does not mean, however, that the healthcare

industry will not feel a recession to some degree. Bringing on extra staff or starting additional

projects like new wings of a hospital, wage freezes, or extra employee benefit plans may be

things that would be affected during a recession. Hospitals or doctors’ offices may be inclined to

work with the least amount of staff possible, but there will continue to be a need for qualified

healthcare and support personnel in both the good and bad economic times.

It is always a wise idea for an individual to think ahead and have a plan in place should a job

loss occur for any reason. Gaining new and additional skills especially during a recession is a
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smart idea. A medical transcriptionist would be wise to cross train into medical coding or billing.

A medical coder or biller would be smart to obtain training in medical transcription. The more

varied skill sets one has to fall back on, the less chance of floundering during an unexpected job

loss. Additionally, enhancing your skills is a smart idea in case you ever want to launch out on

your own and start your own business. If you can transcribe the medical record, then code it,

then bill it, you have the capacity to triple your income. Many people today find themselves in

jobs that are not what they have their college degree in. Last week, I read a post on a message

board from a woman who had just completed her master’s degree in counseling and has been

unable to find a job in her field. It was suggested she begin looking for work using her degree in

another capacity like the human services field for now. In my opinion, even more important than

having money in the bank during a recession is having a large repertoire of employable job
skills.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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Frequently Asked Questions about Medical Transcription

Q: What exactly is Medical Transcription?

A: Virtually every encounter that takes place between a health care provider and his or her

patient must be put into written documentation. Generally, the information is recorded either

onto tape or a digital voice processing system. The dictated information is then listened to by a

medical transcriptionist (MT) who transcribes the report into either a hard copy or an electronic

medical record using a computer and a word processor.

Q: And it requires training?

A: Absolutely. It is a highly specialized field requiring a strong medical background, knowledge

of Latin (and Greek) word derivation, anatomy, physiology, and pharmacy. Those who learn to

do it successfully generally are good spellers, and have good keyboard skills. Speed increases

with training and experience.

Q: How does your program work?

A: It is a home-based on-line distance learning program that is entirely self-paced. You do it in

your own time frame at home or wherever you want. It is entirely platform learning so you are

presented information, and then you are tested on it. You do not move forward until you fully

grasp the topic you are working on. The first part of the program teaches the derivation of

words, how they are combined, and where to find them in reference material.  It also teaches

anatomy and physiology.  The second module is where the fun begins and you start transcribing

real life dictation reports in a variety of specialties.  This continues into module 3 and 4.  There
is also a module on pharmacology, a terminology and an A&P test, and a final dictation exam.

Q: How much does it cost?

A: The cost of the Medical Transcription training course is currently listed on our web site.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net  which is the sister site to
www.simplisticsolutions.net where you downloaded or requested this ebook.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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We pride ourselves on offering such an extensive course at such a reasonable price.  There is
no need to pay thousands of dollars more when we over-deliver on our top rated courses.

Q: How long does it take to complete this program?

A: It is about 400-500 clock hours and requires anywhere from 3 to 6 months (depending how
much time you have to devote to the program.

Q: Is this field for me?

A: If you have at least average keyboard skills (40 words per minute), are already a good

speller, have a good grasp of English grammar, and can learn and retain what you've learned,

this could definitely be for you. The platform learning system provided really helps on the

retention end.

Q: Why should I look into this field?

A: Consider first and foremost that it is a major career in one of the top economic industries:

health care. Then consider the time and money savings by training and working at home--

gasoline, day care expense, general reduction of the overhead of daily living because you are at

work instead of stuck in traffic and wasting the most precious commodity you have: time. The

part of your home that you use for business is an expense for tax purposes, and, as already

mentioned, you can usually write off as an expense the cost of the program. And the best

reason, you set your own hours and have more time for family and friends.

The medical industry historically has been virtually immune to recession - the demand for

medical services, and therefore the demand for all related products and services, such as

medical transcription, coding, and billing has never diminished. Security to that extent is difficult

to find. The medical industry has experienced the most steady and concrete growth of any North

American industry that actually has economic impact on a national scale. And because you are

paid by the word, line, or page, you are rewarded according to your own ability and dedication,

so your ultimate success is up to you. Your earning potential is entirely in your hands, enabling

you to take charge of your future. Our best transcriptionists averaged $50K or more 10 years
ago.
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You will not only develop a specialized skill, but also a greatly increased understanding of the

human machine and its mysteries. You will interface more successfully with your personal and

family health care providers and the billing and payment process, an informed consumer as it

were. The work--patient care--is interesting with its triumphs, frustrations, and failures. And

developing this specialized skill can lead to other venues too, such as insurance claim review-

audit, peer review, editing, building your own MT company, including coding and medical billing.

The rewards can be fantastic!

Q: What about voice recognitions systems? Will they hurt the aspiring MT?

A: Voice recognition systems are often discussed as an imminent threat to MTs. This has been

true since 1989. Despite millions and millions of investment into the technology, it has never

materialized  effectively. The vocabulary of medicine with the ability to combine Latin words is

virtually infinite. No voice-based memory thus far developed has been remotely capable of

addressing that with any precision, let alone the exigencies of a voice with a cold (not

recognized by the software), set maximum speech input speeds (mostly too slow) so the

dictator wastes a lot of professional (and expensive) time. Those that have been implemented

require MTs to edit the errors out.  VR editing is paid at a lower line rate, but the speed with

which it is done well compensates. We don't see much of a threat from our observation and

research since MTs still need to listen and edit.

Q: Can I really make any money at home?

A: By developing this skill, yes, you certainly can.  A very high percentage of MTs work at home.

The average transcriptionist types about 300 lines per hour, about $24 per hour. High-end MTs

with good keyboard skills using word expanders and macros do 400, 500 and even 600 LPH.

You do the math.

Q: How can I learn to do it?

A:   Our school has trained hundreds of medical transcriptionists. The method we use works.

The course is the culmination of all the years of training in the real world of medical

transcription.
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Q: Do you have instructors?

A: If you visit most medical transcription student boards, you will find a constant complaint of "no

contact", "no teacher."   We have live instructors on-line every day Monday through Friday for
any course questions. They are also available by email with fast turnaround.

Q: What equipment do I need?

A: For the training, a computer with Microsoft Word installed and an Internet connection to

access the course.  Minimal extra purchases of around $50.00 is needed for a headset and

medical spellchecker.  We provide you with the links to purchase these once you are enrolled.

Q: Do I need to be certified?

A: You get a Certificate of Completion when you pass the course and are able to work without
being certified.  It is an option not an obligation to become certified and is entirely up to you.

You can become an RMT - Registered Medical Transcriptionist as soon as you finish the

course.  You can also become a CMT - Certified Medical Transcriptionist, which it is
recommended you do after having five years' experience in the field, but can be done before.

 Q: Do you provide placement or otherwise provide work?

A:  No school really can guarantee employment in any sense.  Our post grad staff will help you

prepare to apply, and provide you company lists.   Employers do contact us for successful
candidate applications. We provide those company sites to you.

Q: So how do I get started?

A:  You can sign up any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week on our training site at

www.medical-transcription-at-home.net.  You can also check out our ebooks about starting a

medical transcription business at www.medical-transcription-at-home.com.

Q: Anything else?
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A: Only this: If you want a new and specialized career that is in great demand, one that has

been immune to recession and other economic and industry fluctuations, one that can be easily

developed into a home business and get you the independence you want, then look no further.

If you've shopped the others, and hopefully you have, you know the most cost-effective way by
far to get on track in this exciting field is with us. Just do it!

Please read the testimonials on our site - http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net.

http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net/
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Measuring Up

Medical Transcriptionists continue to be in high demand. More and more MTs now work at

home. Medical record-keeping requires massive amounts of records, and the quality care issues

continue to drive the record volume and the professional management requirements.   The

ageing population puts more and more people through the healthcare system as well.

Earnings: MTs are usually paid on production (per line). When the learning/production curve is

complete, they can earn as much as $50 an hour or more.  Historically, some of the

transcriptionists we have employed earned $60,000 to $90,000 a year.

MT Training: The course offers you the most effective way to become a medical

transcriptionist.

Career Advancement with Cross Training: Consider adding Medical Coding, Medical Billing,

or even Legal Transcription to your MT course.

Testimonials

What others are saying about our Training…

Please Note: The content has been edited as appropriate, to remove company names,
apply generic names, or to protect other private or confidential information. The
following letters are just a sampling of the many letters we've received and have on file.
The testimonials are updated periodically, but they are listed in no particular order.
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Hi,

I wanted to drop a note to say just how great your staff is. Everyone that I have had the privilege

to chat with, either by email or phone, has been extremely courteous, helpful and encouraging.

There have been times when I wondered if I was in over my head, but then I'd get a reminder on

the CD or in the book to stretch, take a deep breath and just keep going. And it is wonderful to

know I have a support team just a phone call away. It has been a real pleasure and I look

forward to the next phase.

Blessings, Teresa P.

Hi! Just wanted to say a huge THANK YOU for doing such an excellent job of preparing me to

be an MT. While still finishing up your course, I thought I'd begin searching for jobs. I replied to a

few ads I saw, telling them that I had no experience but was up for the challenge if they'd hire

me. The next day I got a response from one, was asked to take a 50-question test, and soon

was hired. I've been working for them for almost a month now and am loving it! So a big thanks

to you guys!!! I do have a question though. Am wondering if I should go ahead and still try to

take that 3-hour exam or is it not necessary since I already have an excellent fulltime job??

Thanks again.

Marci

Just wanted to share some good news! After getting through only about 1/3 to 1/2 of the actual

MT course dictation, I got a job! In my neck of the woods, there's a company which subcontracts

MTs for local accounts. The owner gave me some test dictation and apparently I did really well.

My first day was yesterday and I got done in half the time I expected. I also have a seasoned

MT monitoring me, and she said I did really good on my first reports. To tell the truth, I was a

little surprised they were so easy. I expected them to be more like our practice dictation. This
course is amazing, and the practical experience was the key to me landing this work!
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Chris

Well, I just signed and forwarded a real contract, and I begin transcription work on Monday. I

can't believe that I just completed the course a little over two weeks ago and I'm already hired! I

had to pass their transcription test with at least 98% accuracy in order to be considered.

Obviously, I was prepared -- thanks to you.

I wanted to say thank you very much for the patience, the encouragement and all of the help.

Everyone at your school is wonderful and I am singing your praises!

Here's to the new journey.....

Susan R

SUMMARY:

You have a better idea by now what’s involved in this career path.  If you have further questions

let us know - You can email me: michele@simplistic-solutions.com or contact us via the web
site contact page at http://www.medical-transcription-at-home.net.

Thanks!
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